The Turn of the Century

It was supposed to be better than the others, our 20th century,
But it won't have time to prove it.
Its years are numbered,
its step unsteady,

its breath short.

Already too much has happened
that was not supposed to happen.
What was to come about

has not.

Spring was to be on its way,

and happiness, among other things.

Fear was to leave the mountains and valleys.
The truth was supposed to finish before the lie.
Certain misfortunes
were never to happen again

such as war and hunger and so forth.

These were to be respected:
the defenselessness of the defenseless,

trust and the like.

Whoever wanted to enjoy the world

faces an impossible task.

SCHYLEK WIEKU
Miat byé lepszy od zesztych

nasz XX wiek.

Juz tego dowie$é nie zdqzy,

lata ma policzone

krok chwiejny,

oddech krétki.

Juz zbyt wiele sie stato,

co sie staé nie miato,

a to, co miato nadejs$é,

nie nadeszto.

Miato sie mieé ku wiosnie

i szczeSciu, miedzy innymi.

Strach miat opuscié géry i

doliny.

Prawda szybciej od ktamstwa

miata dobiegaé do celu.

Miato sie kilka nieszcze$é

nie przydarzyé juz,

na przyktad wojna

i gtéd, i tak dalej.

W powazaniu byé miata

bezbronno$é bezbronnych,

ufno$é i tym podobne.

Kto chciat cieszyé sie

$wiatem,

ten staje przed zadaniem

nie do wykonania.

Gtupota nie jest Smieszna.

Madro$éé nie jest wesota.

Nadzieja



to juz nie jest ta mtoda dziewczyna

Stupidity is not funny. et cetera, niestety.

Bég miat nareszcie uwierzyé w

Wisdom isn't jolly.

cztowieka

dobrego i silnego
Hope
ale dobry i silny

Is no longer the same young girl 3
to ciagle jeszcze dwéch ludzi.

et cetera. Alas. ., . .
Jak 2yé - spytat mnie w liscie

3

kto

God was at last to believe in man: kogo ja zamierzatam spytaé

good and strong, o to samo.

Znowu i tak jak zawsze,

but good and strong

co widaé ponizej
are still two different people.

nie_ ma pytan pilniejszych

od pytah naiwnych.

How to live--someone asked me this in a letter,
someone I had wanted

to ask that very thing.

Again and as always,
and as seen above
there are no questions more urgent

than the naive ones.



