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THE LEGEND OF THE WAWEL DRAGON

In a cave at the bottom of Wawel Hill
there once lived a terrible fire-belching
dragon. This dragon roamed around the
countryside and did whatever he wanted
to. He ate sheep and cattle and scared the
farmers so much that they didn't let their
animals graze in the field near the Vistula
River. Many brave knights had tried to
kill the monster, but before they could get
close enough to him, he blew fire on them
and they were burned to death. The king
wanted this dragon destroyed. He invited
knights and noblemen to come and slay
the dragon, promising that whichever one

killed the dragon could marry his

beautiful daughter and would get half of the kingdom. Many tried to slay the dragon so

that they could marry the princess, but the dragon killed them. The people became even

more frightened; they were afraid to leave their homes and the country became poorer.

One day, a young, handsome but poor shoemaker's apprentice named Dratewka asked

the king if he could try to slay the dragon. The king said he could try, but noticed that he

had no armor, no horse and no sword.

The apprentice had only his shoemaker tools and a plan. He didn't need armor, a horse,

or a sword. Dratewka bought a dead sheep from the butcher and some sulphur

(a powder that is used in making matches) from a miner. Then he cut the sheep with his

sharp shoemaker's knife, stuffed it with the powdered sulphur and then sewed the sheep

up with the shoemaker's thread. He put the sheep by the dragon's cave and waited

behind a rock for the dragon to come out. After a while, the greedy dragon came out

from his cave. He saw the dead animal and greedily ate it. The sulphur caused fire, like

a match, and the dragon felt his stomach burning. He ran to the river to stop the fire in

his stomach, but drank so much water that he was filled up like a balloon. He kneeled

down and was very sick. Dratewka came out from behind the rock, and began to throw
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stones at the dragon. The monster tried to blow fire at him but because of all the water
he drank, all that came out from his mouth was steam. The dragon kept trying to
breathe fire, but because he was so swollen, he exploded and died. At last the people
were free of him. Dratewka and the princess married. The king gave them the half of the

kingdom and they lived long and happily.

Dawno, dawno temu, w jaskini u stop Wawelskiego Wzgorza zyl straszny, ziejacy
ogniem smok. Ten smok wloczyl si¢ po okolicy i robil wszystko, co tylko chcial. Pozeral
owce i bydlo, tak bardzo przestraszyl rolnikéw, ze nie pozwalali swoim zwierzetom pas¢
si¢ na polu przy Wisle. Wielu odwaznych rycerzy prébowalo zabi¢ potwora, ale zanim
zdolali wystarczajaco zblizy¢ si¢ do niego, zial na nich ogniem i gin¢li w plomieniach.

Krol chcial zniszezy¢ smoka. Zaprosil rycerzy i szlachcicow, aby przyjechali i
zgladzili smoka i obiecal, Ze ktorykolwiek z nich go zabije, bedzie mégl poslubié¢ jego
piekna corke i dostanie polowe krolestwa. Wielu probowalo zgladzi¢ smoka, aby
poslubi¢ ksi¢zniczke, ale smok zabijal ich. Ludzie stawali si¢ coraz bardziej przerazeni;
bali si¢ zostawia¢ swoje domy i kraina biedniala.

Pewnego dnia, mlody, przystojny, ale biedny szewczyk Dratewka zapytal krola,
czy moze sprobowac rozprawic si¢ ze smokiem. Krol powiedzial, ze moze, ale zauwazyl,
Ze nie mial on ani broni, ani konia, ani miecza. Szewczyk mial tylko narzedzia szewskie i
plan. Nie potrzebowal ani broni, ani konia, ani miecza.

Dratewka kupil u rzeznika martwa owce i troche siarki (proszku uzywanego przy
produkcji zapalek) od gornika. Potem swoim ostrym, szewskim nozem rozcial owce i
wypchal ja siarka, a nastepnie zaszyl ja nicia szewska. Polozyl owce przy jaskini smoka
i czekal ukryty za skalg az smok wyjdzie.

Po chwili chciwy smok wyszedl z jaskini. Zobaczyl martwe zwierze¢ i pozarl je
lapczywie. Siarka zapalila si¢ jak zapalka i smok poczul pieczenie w Zoladku. Pobiegl do
rzeki by ugasi¢ ogien w brzuchu, ale wypil tyle wody, Ze napelnil si¢ niczym balon.
Uklgknatl i bylo mu bardzo niedobrze.

Dratewka wyszedl zza skaly i zaczal rzuca¢ w smoka kamieniami. Potwor
probowal ziona¢ ogniem, ale wypil tyle wody, ze jedyne co si¢ wydobywalo z jego
paszczy, to para wodna. Smok wcigz probowal zia¢, ale byl tak napompowany, ze
wybucht i zdechl. Wreszcie ludzie uwolnili si¢ od niego.

Dratewka i ksi¢zniczka pobrali si¢. Dostali polowe krolestwa i wszyscy zyli dlugo

i szczesliwie.
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